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■^-^L:  J.  W.  WEART,  LIBERAL  CANDIDATE  FOR 
SOUTH  VANCOUVER  CONSTITUENCY 


Speech  Delivered  at  McKay,  Burnaby,  7th  April,  1915 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — It  is  need- 
less to  say  tliat  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  again  appear 
before  a  Burnaby  audience  seeking  your  support, 
even  under  conditions  which  have  changed  since  the 
time  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  some  eight 
years  ago,  when  my  opponent  was  the  Hon.  Francis 
L.  Carter-Cotton,  and  when  this  Municipality  formed 
part  of  the  old  Richmond  Riding.  Now  the  Munici- 
pality of  Burnaby  and  that  portion  of  South  Vancou- 
ver lying  east  of  Fraser  Avenue  form  a  separate 
electoral  district,  called  "South  Vancouver,"  which, 
in  point  of  population,  will  be  the  largest  constitu- 
ency represented  by  one  member  in  the  Province. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that,  at  the  Convention  held 
in  the  Bursill  Institute,  I  received  the  nomination  as 
the  Liberal  Candidate  to  contest  the  District  for  the 
local  legislature,  and  that  the  nomination  was  made 
unanimous  on  motion  of  His  Worship  Reeve  Fraser. 
Let  me  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  all  my  life's 
experience  I  never  saw  such  an  orderly,  businesslike, 
well-conducted  body  of  men  in  convention,  as  the 
130  Liberals  who  were  delegates  at  that  Convention, 
an  earnest  set  of  men,  representative  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  meeting  for  a  purpose  and  permitting  no  ex- 
traneous matter  to  enter  into  their  deliberations. 

I  regret  that  we  have  not  the  pleasure  of  having 
Mr.  Stuart  Campbell,  the  Conservative  nominee,'  and 
Mr.  Xeelands,  the  Labor  nominee,  at  this  meeting. 
Invitations  were  sent  to  them  to  be  present  because 
it  was  believed  the  electors  would  appreciate  the 
privilege  of  seeing  and  hearing  the  different  Candi- 
dates at  the  same  time  in  order  that  the  electors 
may  more  intelligently,  and  in  fairness  to  themselves 
and   the   Candidates,   decide   for   whom   they  wish   to 
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cast  their  ballots.  I  wish  to  state,  Sir.  at  the  (Jiitsit, 
that  (luring  this  campaign  I  will  n(jt  make  any  state- 
ment that  would  in  the  slightest  degree  reflect  upon 
either  of  my  opponents — as  they  are  both  gentle- 
men, and  as  such  I  propose  to  treat  them — or  upon 
any  individual  member  of  the  Government,  but,  in 
discussing  public  questions,  it  is  necessary  to  charge 
the  Government  with  sins  of  commission  and  sins 
of  omission,  and,  in  that  sense,  reference  must  neces- 
sarily be  made  to  Departmental  Heads,  as  such. 

In  the  interests  of  the  masses  I  submit,  with  all 
respect  and  with  all  earnestness,  that  the  interests 
of  the  Labor  Party  at  this  time  are  allied  with  the 
Liberal  cause,  particularly  when  it  is  conceded  that 
it  is  an  utter  impossibility  for  a  Labor  Candidate, 
as  such,  to  win  the  seat,  and  I  submit  that  the  elec- 
tors of  this  Constituency,  when  they  have  heard  my 
opinion  covering  vital  questions  affecting  the  masses, 
will,  in  their  interests,  ccdlectively  and  individually. 
give  me  their  full  support,  believing  that  with  my 
years  of  labor  since  1870,  coupled  with  my  profes- 
sional experience,  I  am  peculiarly  fitted  to  be  a  re- 
presentative  of  the   people. 

In  the  first  place  let  me  state,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  purpose     f  the  Government  ought  to  be: 
1st.  To  preserve  the  existence  of 'the  nation. 
2nd.  To  give  free  and  fair  play  to  its  citizens  and 
their    various    activities,    without      regard      to 
class  distinction. 
3rd.  To  extend  the  principle  at  the  root  of  the  idea 
of    nationhood  —  co-operation    of    Labor    for 
mutual    improvement. 
4th.  To    control    and    operate    public    utilities,    in- 
cluding  transportation,    telegraph     and     tele- 
phone, and  all  sources  of  fuel  production,  and 
to  provide  and  administer  education  and  pos- 
tal  service. 
5th.  To  enact  such  laws  as  will  effectually  prevent 
the   paralysis   of  trade   by   lockouts   or  strike.-, 
in   the   Industrial  WH)rld;   to   elevate   the   posi- 


;  timi   of   till.'    worker    by    iiKikiiij^   it   a    criminal 

offence  to  engage  cliild  labor;  to  <li(jrten  th-j 
statutory   tlay;    to   make   the    worker^   position 
independent  by  superannuatio!!  at  a  fixed  age, 
tlierel)y    enlarging    the    field    of   labor;    and    to 
enlarge   the   principle   of   the   law   of   comi)cn- 
sati')n   for   injuries   received     no    .natter    what 
the    cause,    without    litigation.      All    of    v.hich 
principles    are    included    m    the    Liberal    I'lat- 
form. 
1   submit,  Sir,   that  all  legislation  placed  upon   the 
Statute    Book,  embraces  one   (jr  more   of  the   princi- 
ples enumerated,   and   the   (|uestion   that   the   electors 
will   have    to   decide   is,   which   party    will   pass    such 
Legislation  as  will  give  to  them  the  maximum  bene- 
fits flowing  from  that  legislation.     Government  Ow- 
nership is  nothing  mort  or  less  than  the  "co-operatrve 
principle,"  as  the   Government  is  only  another   word 
for   the    People,   or    the   medium   through   which    the 
People   act.     We   have   today,   in   many   countries   of 
the    World,    Government    or    co-operative    ownership 
of    railways,      telegraphs,      telephones,      coal    mines, 
schools,  universities,  steam   ship  service,  distribution 
of  mails,   and  saving  banks,  and   lately,   England,  as 
a    temporary   necessity,    commandeered   an    immense 
fleet    for    transpcjrtation,    ship-building    yards,      steel 
works,  and  ammunition  works.     She  fixed  the  maxi- 
mum insurance  on   shipping  and  cargoes.     She   pro- 
hibited  high  prices   for   the   necessaries  of  life.     She 
operates   the   greatest   benefit   insurance   fund   in    ihc 
world,  some  eight  million  of  her  people  being  directly 
benefited    thereby,   and   through   its    means,    in    time, 
her   workhouses,    which    have   been    a   blot     on      the 
state  for  centuries,  will  be  empty.     Many  cities  own 
and  operate  street  railways,  telephones,  water  works, 
gas    plants,    electric    power    and   light    plants,    nearly 
ail  are  profitable,  the  profits  flowing  to  the  treasury 
and  reducing  taxation  by  their  amount.    Why  cannot 
this  priciple  be   extended?     Is  there  any  chance  of 
the  Government  of  British  Columbia  advancing  legis- 
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latitiii  aloii^f  -  tlK'?ie  lines?  Let  lUc  state  that  jti  my 
Dpnii'iii  tin  re  is  duo  iiulustr)-  the  (jwvoMiment  ciuild 
1- (I- '  pcrale  iii,  tho  ( inveriiiiient  cuiiUl  (jwii,  contri  1  and 
iip-Tatr  the  hytiru-electric  j)t)vvcr  in  the  Province  cit 
Hritioh  Cohimhia,  bringing?  the  power  to  all  centres 
of  i'jpulatioii,  crtatiiiR  new  centres  oi  populuti m 
adjacent  to  power  plants,  ancl  giving  to  the  nianui':u- 
turcr  and  indisiduai  pov.  L'r  at  iiiininium  eosi,  thereby 
t'l  tiering-  industry,  ^jivinj^  einp.loyinent  to  the  people, 
and  innkinK  a  coiittnled  and  lia^'py  population  to  the 
e!;-va;ioii  of  mankind. 

LAND    ADMINISTRATION 

MiKh  has  ijeeii  <aid  f i  o:n  ihc  public  platform,  and 
niucli  ha.-;  i<et  ii  \v;iil..n,  c  jnccrnir.^  the  policy  o;  the 
administrati..n  of  Und  by  the  pre.-ent  Government. 
It  h.iv  jiceii  charged  freely  that  millioivs  of  acre-^  of 
land  Lave  I;een  acquired  by  sijeculators  wlio  ha .  e 
not  paid  the  purchase  money,  the  ii'itercst  or  the 
ta:.e.s.  and  v.ho  arc  iifit  re.juircd  to  pay  their  money 
until  SIX  .nonihs  after  the  \var.  Let  u.s  liok  at  a  fe 
farts  l.ufore  us.  i  have  before  me  a  copy  of  a  speech 
nnide  by  the  ilon.  Win.  R.  Ro.^s.  Minister  of  ivand.-), 
in  ;lic  UeK'S'"U;rc,  on  the  i*.';  h  January,  1915,  which 
has  been  printed  in  i  aniphlct  1<j:  in  arid  circulated 
llirougliout  the  i)io\in:e  \.itii  the  intent,  no  don'.'t, 
of  usinja;  it  in  defence  of  the  Governnunt  in  its  Land 
.  ..•lti;ir..i;r;ition.  i  )ri  pa;:;o  }  of  thi.s  i):iniphlet  we  arc 
ti'dd  that  there  arc  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  arrears 
(•;■  ace.  unt  <h  l:A:d  oalo.';.  :\:n\  t'.wic  millions  of  doli.i  i 
m  arrears  on  account  of  Townsite  sales,  which,  with 
I  .'i  r-..>t  ii'  arvcais,  a:''iOunts  to  u\ct  twelve  and  a  half 
million  dollars. 

We  are  also  told  on  pajj;e  5  iii  the  pamphlet  that 
there  are  2,5C'O,0<;O  acres  of  land,  in  what  i,s  thcr 'in 
called  the  Railway  Belt,  remaining  unsurveyed,  and 
that  the  K''eater  poition  of  this  area  is  absolutely 
I'vs^rved  for  nrc-t niptorr,.  1...  i  ns  analyizc  tiie-.' 
figures.  The  Hon.  Minister  of  Lands  states  that  the 
tiital    land    sales    in     the    past    ten    years    agg-rey;ate 


5.25(I,(M>0  acres,  and  tn  meet  the  charge*;,  made  hy  the 
Lil.erals,  tliat  the  liclnst  land  alnriK  the  line  of  Rail- 
ways h:*s  been  sidd  to  .spcculatc^rs.  he  cites  tlie  t'll- 
lo-iving  tacts: — 'Jhere  are  three  railways  nientittiied, 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Iia\  in^  a  mileage  tr<im 
I'rinoe  Kiij)ert  to  the  Vellowheacl  Pass  of  C>60  miles; 
the  Pacific  and  tireat  Mastcrn,  371  miles;  the  C'ana- 
(inii  Xurtlurn  in  tlie  northern  portion  of  I'.ritish 
Colimihia,  173  miles,  making  a  total  of  12t>4  miles. 
The  Hon.  gentleman,  to  Inidd  up  his  ease,  says  that 
taking  three  miles  on  each  >ide  of  these  railway  lines 
y.  ould  form  an  area  contiguous  to  the  railway,  mak- 
ing a  belt  IZlK)  miles  long  and  six  miles  wide,  which 
\MUild  give  4,5<X),C10<J  acres  contiguous  to  the  rail- 
ways. 

The    lion,   gentleman  states   that,   of   the   5.250,U)0 
acres    sold    during    the    past    ten    years,    only   847.784 
aeres  lie    within   tlie    Railway   belt  aforesaid.    He   I'ur- 
titer  states   that   they  have  issued  2,4(X)  pre-emptions 
within  the   Railway  belt,  which,  if  at   16^)  acres  each, 
would  account  for  a  further  3.S4,vTO()  acres.      He   fur- 
ther states  that  there  is  now  surveyed  and  ready  for 
pre-(!-npti(;n    a    further    375,(X)0    acres.        There    are, 
within  this  belt,  timber  limits  to  the  extent  of  137.0(X) 
acres   and    S9,(J<X)    acres    as    a    University    land    grant, 
making   a    total    i,f    1,802.783    acres    within    this    belt, 
leaving  the  2,5(.0,(jOO  acres  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
says   is   now   open    for   pre-emption   and   would    make 
bonus  for   15,(aa)  people.     Are  we  to  believe  that  for 
three  miles  on  each  side  f)f  the  above  three  railways 
f'  r    tl-.e    full    lengtli    (.f    1200   miles    we      have      arable 
lands?     Is  it  not  a  fact  that  not  40  per  cent,  of  the 
miL;ige    contains    arable    land.-.?      From    Prince      Ru- 
pert to   Hazelton,    185  miles,  there  is  not  an  acre  of 
arable  land.     Any   one  cc^nversant  with  the   topogra- 
t  -'J  •Si   i^tiii^ii  v-tjiUiiiijja  wcii  r.n;»v>  5  incrc  i>  nu  sucii 
continuoui.  otcnt  of  v.hat  is  considered  arable  land  in 
any  portion   of   British   Columbia,  but   rather  that  Ci) 
per  cent,  or  .,iore  is  of  a  mountainous  character  and 
not   in  the   slightest    sense  arable  land.      If  that  be   a 
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fact,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact,  and  I  am  advised 
by  engineers  who  have  been  over  these  lines  that  it 
is  a  fact,  then  it  follows  that  the  first  lands  sold  or 
reserved  would  be  the  best  lands  and  that  the  2,500,- 
CKX)  acres  spoken  of  by  the  Minister  as  arable  land, 
being  over  half  of  the  total,  is  utterly  unfit  for  culti- 
vation, and  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  statement  was 
made  for  a  purpose,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  and  was  intended  to  deceive  the  electorate. 

In  connection  with  this  vast  area  of  land  sold,  one 
would  naturally  think  the  taxes  at  least  would  be 
paid.  I  have  before  me  a  copy  of  the  Budget  Speech 
of  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Finance  delivered  on  Feb- 
ruary 4th.  1913,  which  shows  the  receipts  for  the 
fiscal  year  1912.  In  turning  to  page  4  of  that  speech, 
1  find  an  entry  that  $428,274.70  is  the  total  amount 
of  taxes  received  as  the  "Land  Taxes  (all  kinds)." 
Remember  that  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia 
we  have  a  very  small  area  indeed  under  Municipal 
control,  and  that  the  major  portion  of  this  vast  Pro- 
vincial a 'ea  *s  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government  (which  has  collected  taxes  from 
every  acre  since  it  became  a  Province),  lying  within 
the  unorganized  district.  That  total  amount  of  taxes 
received,  included,  no  doubt,  according  to  the  Re- 
port, taxes  on  such  lands  as  D.L.  301,  and  Hastings 
Tf)wnsiie,  which  were  not  in  municipalities,  and  all 
other  lands  of  the  same  nature  in  the  Province,  yet, 
taking  the  4,400,000  acres  sold  prior  to  1913,  at  a 
nominal  value  of  $2.50  per  acre,  at  4  per  cent.,  (the 
wild  land  tax)  we  ought  to  have  received  from  this 
source  alone  taxes  equal  to  $440,000.  Nevertheless, 
the  total  receipts  from  the  Province  for  "Land  taxes 
(all  kinds)"  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Minister 
of  Finance  is  only  $428,274.  Is  not  this  conclusive 
evidence  that  there  must  be  a  vast  ..mount  of  money 
owing  to  the  Province  on  these  sold  lands,  on  which 
at  least  twelve  million  dollars  in  principal  is  still 
owing.  Do  you  consider  that  your  Trustees,  your 
representatives   in   the    Legislature  are   properly   ad- 
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ministering  your  Estate?  Are  you  satisfied  with 
such  a(hninislrati(jn?  Would  you  be  contented  if 
a  manager  of  your  business  administered  your  busi- 
ness in  like  manner? 

TIMBER    LANDS 

As  lumbering  is  one  of  the  chief  industries  of  this 
Province,  all  legislation  should  be  framed  so  that 
those  who  are  engaged  in  that  industry  within  the 
Province  should  be  encouraged  and  protected. 

In   1903,  when  the  present  administration  came  in- 
to power.  Timber  leases  were  issued  annually.     The 
Government  was  then  in  such  a  position  that,   when 
the   timber   of  the    country   increased   in   value,   as   it 
lias  increased  in  value,  and  as  it  is  bound  to  increase 
in  value  because  of  the  lessening  quantity  of  timber 
throughout  the  world,  it  could  increase  the  price  of  ■ 
this    timber   v.-ithout    in   any   way   affecting    the    mill 
"wner,  and  thereby  receive  a  just  and  an  increasing 
revenue   from  one  of  its  principal   resources   for  the 
maintenance  of  the   country.  In  1904  the  Government 
extended  the  life  of  licenses   to  five  years,  and  dur- 
ing the  next  two  years  enormous  amounts  of  timber 
limits  were  staked  and  licenses  issued  therefor.  From 
various  portions  of  the  world  came  shrewd  bui^incss 
men,  who  knew  that  the  time  was  fast  approaching 
when    B.    C.    timber    would    command    a    high    price 
in  the  timber  markets  of  the  world.     They  were  pre- 
pared to  invest  largely  and  did  invest  largely  in  the 
timber  wealth  of  the  Province.     No  doubt  those  who 
had   become   active    in   the   operation   of   the   sale   of 
timber  saw  that,  by  extending  the  life  of  the  license 
t<'  a  greater  term,  the  value  of  timber  on  the  stump 
must  necessarily  increase.     Pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Government  to  that  end.  so  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  Ciiu,   ill  the   St'sSion    of   190&,   exlciid   the  life 
of  a  timb'^r  license  to  the  term  of  twenty-one  years. 
What  happened  befcjre  the   end  of  December.   1907? 
Some   ten    million    acres   of   timber   land   were   under 
license.     The  Minister  of  Lands  stated  that  the  time 


that  would  be  ncctssary  to  survey  this  vast  tract 
would  he  until  the  year  1918.  It  was  also  estimated 
that,  with  the  capacity  of  the  mills  of  B.  C.  in  1907, 
it  would  take  ICH)  years  to  cut  the  timber  from  off 
tills  vast  tract  covered  by  license,  and  it  was  said, 
that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  waste 
bound  to  ensue  in  the  race  to  take  off  the  cream  of 
the  timber  within  the  life  of  the  license,  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  self-defence  bound  to  and  did  at?ree  to 
give  renevv-able  leases  in  perpetuity.  It  is  estimated 
that  some  80  per  cent  of  the  total  timber  area  of 
British  Columlna  has  become  alienated,  and  when 
the  Government  claims  to  have  received  a  fair  annual 
royalty  theref(jr,  I  submit  that  the  royalty  received 
is  a  bagatelle,  compared  with  the  income  the  Gov- 
ernment could  have  received  had  it  held  under  its 
control  timber  that  cannot  possibly  be  cut  duriuK  the 
lifetime  of  any  living  person  today  within  the  Pro- 
vince, an  income,  increasing-  from  year  to  year,  that 
(juglit  to  be  sufficient  to  largely  make  up  the  annual 
budget  for  the  government  of  the  country  and  its 
development.  I  ask  you  as  fair-minded  business  men, 
and  th(ise  of  you  who  are  not  business  men,  as  fair 
minded  citizens,  to  consider  for  ycntrselves  whether 
your  trustees,  your  representatives  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, have  conscientiously  administered  this  portion 
of  your  estate  to  your  best  interests  and  to  ytiur  chil- 
dren's best  interests. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  as  these  licenses  have 
been  obtained  and  are  held  legally,  it  is  not  within 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  take  from  the  owners 
thereof  that  which  they  now  enjoy,  as  the  legisla- 
ture, the  same  as  an  imlividual.  must  sacredly  live 
up  to  and  abide  by  aiiy  agreement  that  it  has  made, 
unless  fraud  is  shown  to  have  been  a  factor  in  ob- 
taining that  agreement.  I  am  free  to  say,  hf)wever, 
t'l.at  if!  .anv  case  wh.ere  alien  holders  of  these  licenses 
have  obtained  these  lands  under  color  of  fraud.  f)r  do 
not  loyally  live  up  to  the  contract  entered  into.  I 
would  raise  my  voice  and  urge  that  such  licenses  be 
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immediately  cancelled  so  that  the  land  and  the  wealth 
represented  thereby  could  revert  to  tlie  people. 

LAND  SETTLEMENT 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  ask  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
any  fair-minded  man  in  this  audience,  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  past  twelve  years  has  made  any  honest 
endeavor  to  settle  the  rich  valley  lands  of  the  Pro- 
vince? I  claim  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  such 
endeavor  has  been  made.  No  endeavor  has  been 
made  in  British  Columbia  by  the  Government  to 
institute  any  legislation  which  would  be  of  assistance 
to  the  agriculturist,  enabling  him  to  bring  the  lands 
of  the  Province  under  cultivation,  and  make  them 
productive,  thereby  retaining  within  the  Province  the 
millions  which  are  flowing  out  of  the  Province  an- 
nually for  food  stuffs  that  ought  to  be  produced 
within   the   Province. 

Let  me  for  a  moment  turn  to  the  Budget  speech 
for  1912.  By  the  insert  at  page  12  is  shown  a  com- 
parative table  of  the  products  of  the  soil  for  1910, 
1911  and  1912  for  home  production,  imported  from 
Canadian  provinces  and  imported  from  points  out- 
side of  Canada.  Dairy  products,  home  production, 
decreased  $1.270.0CO  from  1911,  and  $625.()0(>  from 
1910.  Meats  decreased  $240,(HX)  from  1911,  and  $270,- 
000  from  1910.  Fruit  and  vegetables  decreased 
$2.113,0€O  from  1911.  From  the  returns  it  would  ap- 
pear that  we  did  not  import  from  the  Canadian  Pro- 
vinces or  from  any  other  country  any  bacon  or  ham, 
but  we  did  import  $447,569.CX)  of  mutton  and  lamb. 
Can  you  account  for  the  vast  quantity  of  bacon  and 
ham,  of  the  American  brand,  that  is  consumed  in 
British  Columbia?  Are  the  returns  as  accurate  in 
other  respects  as  in  thio  item?  How  much  confi- 
dence can  be  placed  in  such  report?  We  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  imported  any  vegetables  in  1912.  or  any 
beet  cattle.  Is  it  not  a  faci  that  large  quantities  of 
vegetables  are  imported  from  the  United  States? 
Verily,    this    report    is   an    accurate    report.      The    re- 
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turns  show,  however,  that  we  imported  in  1912  fifteen 
and  a  (juarter  millions  of  dollars  of  products  of  the 
soil,  this  amount  $5.8SM,iX]0  was  from  points  out- 
side ot  Canada  upon  which,  at  30  per  cent.  duty,  the 
consumers  would  have  paid  $1.7S5.0(X)  in  taxes,  which 
equals  $4.(X)  a  head  wf  a  population  of  less  than  half 
a  million.  And  we  have  been  paying  this  import  tax 
lor  years.  This  duty  or  tax.  paj'able  by  the  pcop'e, 
in  a  few  years  would  make  the  valley  lands  laugh 
with  riches.     What  think  you? 

To  my  knowledge,  for  the  past  fifteen  years  in- 
numerable letters  have  been  written  to  the  press 
advocating,  and  on  many  occasions  from  the  plat- 
lorm  It  has  been  advocated,  that  the  Government 
bring  in  some  measure  for  cheap  money  for  the  ag- 
riculturist. To  my  knowledge  Mr.  Thos.  Kidd,  ev- 
M.i.l.  for  Richmond,  as  Chairman  of  a  Commission, 
(lui  reiKjrt  to  the  Legislature  a  measure  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commission  some  years  ago.  would 
meet  the  crying  need  of  cheap  money  for  the  farmers 
At  various  times  the  Farmers'  Institutes  of  the  Pro- 
vince have  passed  resolutions  along  these  lines.  We 
are  told  by  Mr.  Lucas,  a  member  of  the  Legisiatur« 
ni  his  speech  of  the  17th  December.  1914.  delivered 
m  the  Commercial  Club.  Vancouver,  before  the  Can- 
adian Credit  Mens'  Association,  that  the  Govern- 
ment s  answer  had  always  l)een  that  it  would  be  use- 
less to  place  people  in  the  valleys  of  B.C.  scattered 
as  they  are  and  widely  separated  by  ranges  of  nioun- 
t-'.Mis  uithont  means  of  transportation.  .Mr  Lucas 
stated  that  about  three  years  ago  when  the  Farmers- 
institutes  met  in  Victoria  a  resolution  was  passed 
asking  th.  Government  to  appoint  a  Commissinn  to 
enquire  into  all  questions  affecting  the  agriculturist's 
interests  in  this  Province.  Mr.  Lucas  further  states 
that  a  commission  was  appointed  and  that  he  was  a 
member  of  that  conunission,  and  that  they  spent  sev- 
eral months  tra^-elling  over  the  face  of  the  earth  in 
search  of  some  scheme  that  would  be  applicable  to 
the  conditions  i)revailing  here.  He  commended  to 
the    Government    the    New    Zealand    Act,    which    had 
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been  in  torce  eighteen  years  and  no  doubt  was  known 
to  the  Government.  This  commission  cost  the  coun- 
try some  $48,000.  In  the  settled  portions  of  [Bri- 
tish Columbia,  in  the  valleys  of  the  Okanagan  and 
Kootcnay.  the  Kraser  Valley,  the  Squamish  Valley 
and  a  number  of  other  points,  settlement  has  been 
had  for  years.  It  is  well  known  that  from  Ladner 
to  Chdhwack  numbers  of  homesteads  were  abandon- 
ed because  the  farmers  could  not  acquire  sufficient 
V'ai)ital  t(.)  place  their  hf)ldings  under  cultivation,  and 
m  many  cases,  where  loans  were  obtained  at  a  high 
rate  of  interest,  the  mortgagees  foreclosed  because 
the  farmers  were  unable  to  meet  the  principal  at 
maturity,  they  having  no  other  source  of  income 
than  the  products  of  the  soil.  If  a  measure  for  cheap 
money  could  have  been  brought  in  fifteen  years  ago, 
or  at  any  time  subsequent,  then,  according  to  Mr. 
ivucav's  report,  that  valley  at  least  ought  to  have 
shown  the  benefit  flowing  from  some  such  an  act. 
Under  the  Xew  Zealand  Act.  in  eighteen  years  the 
Commission  loaned  $65,0OO,0(X)  of  money.  The  rate 
»>1  interest  is  1  per  cent,  more  than  the  Government 
Bonds  sold  for.  The  hjans  are  for  a  period  of  some 
36  years;  1  per  cent,  repayable  annually  on  account 
ol  principal,  and  4'-^  per  cent,  interest,  with  a  loan 
m  larger  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  pr(jperty 
than  could  be  obtained  from  the  f)rdinary  loan  aim- 
pany.  tlnis  enabling  the  farmers  of  Xew  Zealand  to 
get  their  holdings  in  a  sufficiently  yielding  state  to 
])ay  off  tlic  above  charge.  What  action  has  the  B.  C. 
Government  taken  ou  the  report  of  the  Commission? 
It  has  brought  in  an* .Act.  a  copy  of  the  Bill  I  have 
with  me,  being  Xo.  72.  but  the  Government  was  not 
indined  to  give  this  bill  its  third  reading  until  it  re- 
ceived just  protests  from  Mr.  Lucas  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Conmiission.  The  Govcrnnipnt  then  trave 
it  lis  third  reading  but  it  has  not  became  law.  Sec- 
tion 159  states  that  "It  shall  come  into  force  on  s'.ich 
day  as  shall  be  fixed  by  Order-of-Council."  .Mr.  Lucas 
states  in   his  speech   that   the   .Xew  Zealand   .Act   was 
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liu'.cptr.cknt  of  tlie   Govcrniiu'iit."     What  about   the 
b.    L.   Act?      By    .section   4.   "'i  he   Aj<riculture    Credit 
Loi.'imission  is  created.  '     It  consists  of  five  directors, 
one   of   wliom   is    styled   a    superintendent,   who    shall 
be  appointed  ..y  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council 
According  to  section  5.  two  other  directors  are  l(^  be 
ai)i)uimed    l)y    the     Lieutenant-Governor    in    Council 
and  they  shall  hold  office  for  ten  years  unless  sooner 
removed   fi;r  cause,  but  it  is  provided  that  these  two 
dirc'otors   must   have  been   engaged  in  the  occupati.,n 
ot    farming   -i   the    rrodncc   of    British    Columbia    or 
they  will   not  be  eligible  for  this  position.     \Vh(.  are 
the   other    f>vo   directors?      Section   7   states    that    the 
iJeputy  Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Deputy  Minister 
of    Agriculture    shall    e.\    officio    be    directors.        One 
would   have   thought.    Mr.   Chairman,   that   the  direc- 
tors   holding  such  an  important  position,  responsible 
to    the    people    for    the    investment    of    vast    sums    of 
money,    should    be    the    keenest    business    men    that 
could  be  chosen,  men  who  have  proven  their  worth, 
men  who  have  during  their  business  career  run  across 
tlie  sharper  and  arc  prepared  U>  treat  such  individuals 
as    liiey   deserve.      It   is   generally   conceded    that   the 
farmers  of  any  country  are,  as  a  body,  as  honorable 
as,  or  more  honorable  probably  than,  any  other  body 
uf  men;  that  is  to  say.  that,  from  their  very  life  and 
occupation,    living    cl(;se    to    nature,    not    coming   into 
contact    with   the    rogues,   defaulters   and   others   that 
the   business  fraternity  continually  meet,   they  would 
be  less  apt  to  question  the  bona  fides  of  any  sharper 
■applicant  before  them.     One  would  think.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, such  a  body  of  directors  w  ndd  at  least  have  the 
power,   and    would    be    creditecf  w.ih   sufficient   good 
judgment,   to  engage  such  staff  of  assistants  as  they 
from  time   to  tmie  required  to  carry  out  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Act.     tjne  would  think,  also,  Mr    Chair- 
man, that  a  Board  of  Directors  holding  such  an  im- 
pnrtant    position,    handling    millions    of    the    people's 
money,  would  at  least  have  the  power  to  say  what  re- 
muneration   the   various   members   of  its   staff  would 
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receive.  What  does  the  Act  say?  Section  10  says 
lliat  the  Commission  may,  with  the  approval  of  tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council,  appoint  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  reiiuircd  for  the  transaction  of  its 
business,  but  such  apprjintees  shall  be  under  the  dir- 
ect control  cf  the  superintendent,  not  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  directors  who  constitute  tiie  Commission. 
Section  12  provides  that  the  remuneration  payaI)lo 
to  tlte  Superintendent,  Deputy  Superintendent.  (Of- 
fice staff,  Appraisers,  and  all  other  appiintees  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Lieutenant-Governf)r  in  Coun- 
cil. What  arc  those  directors  intended  to  do?  The 
Control  of  the  staff  being  with  the  superintendent, 
two  of  the  directors  being  dci>uty  ministers  of  the 
Crown,  being  residents  at  the  Capital,  who  ought  n(;t 
to  be  burdened  with  the  business  of  the  Commission, 
docs  it  not  necessarily  follow,  if  tlie  Commission 
meets  regularly  to  transact  its  business,  that,  in  order 
to  constitute  a  full  Hoard,  the  meetings  must  be  held 
in  Victoria,  and  in  that  case,  in  order  to  avoid  extra 
expense,  the  two  farmer  directors  must  also  live 
there.  1  submit,  with  all  respect,  that  no  capable 
man  who  lias  had  business  training — and  none  should 
be  in  that  position  unless  he  has  had  business  train- 
ing— would  accept  office  as  a  director,  not  having  a 
voice  in  the  contrf)l  of  the  staff,  not  having  a  voice 
in  nominating  the  appointees  and  not  having  power 
t(j  fix  the  remuneration  for  services,  being,  in  fact,  a 
dummy.  It  can  readily  be  seen  that  it  would  be  a 
miracle  if  the  operations  of  the  Act  proved  profit- 
able, when  so  much  power  is  placed  with  tlie  Gov- 
ernment and  with  the  Superintendent.  Does  it  not 
suggest  to  you  that  this  Act  is,  or  could  be  made,  the 
suKjolliest  and  I)est  oiled  political  inacnine,  a  fit  asso- 
ciate with  the  other  well-oiled  political  machines  in 
oi)eration  in  this  province  by  the  present    government? 

COMPENSATION  FOR  INJURY 

An  injured  w(jrkman  has  a  right  to  bring  an  action 
for    damages    for    negligence    against    his    employer 
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except  .ns  One  %  , 't^V  7'''  ^"  ^^j^""^'-  with  crtai^ 
'•"ly  extc.uIsto\fr.l '':,:;:, ''\t'''-^  •^^\i-'^  that  it 
ment.  and  the  ^mnn\lt    '(  '''^   '"''''"'^   "^   empluy- 

""dcr  is  limitecl  ''""'^'''  rccoverahle  there- 

br  '  n 'ht'r  a!^^^;-,^-^---t  has  at.  th^  session  . 

t^ertain    trad-s    or    or  nn  .t    '^        f    ''"""^  "  ^'"^'^ed   to 

provement  on  tl/e  o Id  T  'r;  >".'    "'^'^''^    '^   ^^"    '"^- 
law.      It    has   not    v It  il  '  '^^""^  "°*  ^^^  becnie 

-^titled  to 'b\.;:t\onrthis"xct"'7;'  ^'"^  ^'^^  ^^^ 

"K'st  a  coDv  of  tl,,.    A    ;   ^  -^S^- .  However,  it    s  al- 

'"J,'  its  two  months  oLtTiionVr     '"r'  '"'''''V  '""''- 
iiMrfc     u.,.    t ■   .    "Pe/ation,  accordino:  to  the  rc- 


that  in  the  eves  of    1  >  r     '  ^'^^•■veu— tJiat    is    to    say— 
,  ,      .,  eves  ot  the  Government  of  British  Coliim- 


•)ia    the    \v(,r'kers    here 
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rJ     »"'^'"'"/-  "     '^'"^  ^'i^'i  taming  power  until  lie  has 

l^imT  "  1^  ,''"'"  "P"'  '^'^^^''  his  wife  is  paid 
JPAUX)  per  month  during  her  lifetime,  and  $1().(K)  per 
nmnth  for  each  child  living  under  age.  In  the  evenl 
ot  the  widow  marrying,  she  is  paid  a  sum  in  lieu  of 
her  m..nthly  annuity  equal  to  2J|  years'  instalments. 
It  IS  a  well-known  fact  that  there  are  few,  if  any 

t'hHr'ci;!,'%"rf^''T    '^':'    J''''>'    ^^'^''    dividends    to 
heir  shareho  ders  than  the  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
panies, and  the  profits,  agents"  fees,  and  general  ex- 

rom  tin.  ''^.^he  Government  of  British  Columbia 
ure^f  ^^f-  f  .  lY  ^""^  attempted  to  give  some  meas- 
re  of  relief  to  the  workers,  but  has  not  yet  deemed 
t  necessary  to  place  on  the  Statute  Books  a  law  that 
^Ml  recognize  the  right  of  the  workers  in  all  walks 
or  lite  to  ju.st  compensation  for  injury  received  no 
matter  what  the  cause,  and  without  litigatic  n 

vlin  K  '?!  ''V','"  '^  '-'"niprised  of  individual  units. 
^.  Ho  by  their  labor  produce  the  wealth  of  the  world 
which  should  enable  them  when  they  have  reached  a 
oer  ain  age  to  retire  from  working,  he  that  is  justly 
to  be  recognized  by  the  State  as  such  a  unit  is  en- 
itled  to  enjoy  his  remaining  years  of  life  in  ompara- 
tive  ease.  If  he  is  fortffnate  enough  to  have  a  sav- 
ings account  so  much  the  better.  As  no  sane  indi- 
vidual would  deliberately  run  the  chance  of  being 
marred  for  life  because  of  his  right  to  remunoration 
It  must  be  recognized  that  every  injury  received  is 
the  result  of  accident  and  that  the  unfortunate  one 
ought  to  be  recompensed  because  he  has  been  a  unit 
ot  the  State. 

To  my  mind  half  measures  which  mitigate  but  do 
not  remove  injustice  are  to  be  avoided.  It  would  be 
a  great  mistake  if  such  questions  were  to  be  deter- 
mined, not  by  consideration  of  what  is  just  to  the 
workers  but  by  what  is  the  leasf  with  which  they 
can  be  put  off  with.  May  the  day  speedily  come  when 
a  tull  measure  of  justice  will  be  meted  out  to  all  ir- 
respective  of  their  employment.     If  it  is  within 'my 
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measures   as     viT^i  ,s    :     :^\',''""    '^''   ^^•'*^'"'^   ^>'--'' 
I ^  .--  'V     •'■'   "^  "-"   ^■•'"^■'^  pampered  !.,xurv  now 


",-.■''      •    '    ..id     1)0     V.cll    fllSi)C-!!S(.-(l.-* 

THE  MI^JIWG  INDUSTRY 


''nrajr,,)u-:it    -ivcn    to    tlu 


i>r.,sne-c!    r.    v.iil,    t    .i.Mv      f  '■'--""•"    .^-'Vcn    to    tlu 

'  ;>:"^nt.    anvth;,,,r  j,;^^   *^,  ''^  "'tu:!  s.a:.r  of  dc-vd- 
^  ":■'.    hard.l'iu  ■  n        '  '''"'     Prospecting    c;r 

'^^:'-t"=-  *o  K.t  into  11^  h;i.\^H;v""^' ''''"•■•  ■^- 

"""''•  in  It's  attcuiDt  to  ,'    .li  encourage    the 

'•■  r'^-'>-ira<.red.  ^-^^'*''"!'o  hi.s  prospect  should 

:-.rKyoInamin'"accn4:v. '7   '""!'■   ^^'^  ^''^   "^ 
Ih-    r!-.i-n     ;.'-,    ^..'V  "   ?'•'"■  '"  ' "'  ■'^ijacent  to 

:-  ;.  i^  •;;,;, ^;::7.''^?^;^'"^H'''  '-^  '!;^--mi.ued. 

-■  cas.^l.;  ,;:,;;"  '^'  "^^'t  'n  a  large  maiority 
'w  ^v„^;^  ^■:.l-;:';:,^;^:;;;'^J'•■/^'^ta^n  thenertifi.-a,e 
'  =  '   '!<"H'-ni:-::.,  w,e    .^he    Vth"'-    "'^''T  -"'   ^^  vi,.v 

,5  "   '.■■^'    '•lie(t.  or  sill'.-   'it  I,.-ict   1^  f     ^  ■ 

tin-  case  :•;   -,  ..,.,.„   ,-.,.    ,,/         ''^  "'^^f  /''  ''Ct.  or  m 


(loiic,   th'jn   the  ^'r..mi( 
c.nn.  and  sMhjcc;  to  r 


w 


>■'"   'ici-onic   immediately   v;i- 
'"    "      '•'''■■^  may  appear  tM 

•'•■••"    !>.    II' it    of    Slt>l 


•■-.  .  -u  >Mnjcci  to  r.-l    cr't,    ...     TV.  mav  appear  tM 

)c  a   dra.nc-  men.nre.  f.tn   if  the  claim  i.  n^t'of^  vul 

<uit   >.h,.  tM   vnrrarn   u-..r'-   In.jn-  d.me   uf  this  hind 

n..  ma  ter  what  the  cc.st    which  is  for  the  benefit  V.f 

jl     ',••••. '''^■.'•'•'■••'V-r  th.^  ,r,v.,er  abandons  hi>  .daim 

''    s  .Ui  tiK-  t  etter  tor  him. 

fll     wlmf-     1. .1.         r- 


hrt^mt^ 


r^sk 


J'   ^T.   M.   J,    Stevens,  Doniin- 


^,^'-•"1-.    "The    UVahl,    of    the  ';./?'    ^''"^^^    "''''^'^    '«    - 

•'""'"   ^vith  a  full  knoulec  ee  ,  f  '"'      '^'''^f^""    "^' 

>"  part:  '"uicdge  ,,»   ,ts  „„p,,rt       jj   g^^,^ 

tl.cp.p;;:'^""'"-^    holds    the    wealth    in    trust    for 

trns^c":  sSrhJ^'re-irectecrnr  ^'^7^^^  ^^e  same 
f^^-  a  ohan,?c  of  trustees  Tht"^^-"^''"  ^^''''^  ^'^all 
great  deal  upon  how  th.  T^  ^^^<^t^on  should  turn  a 
public  domaiSHas  H-t  »  "■*"  *^^^^  handled  the 
f't.  or  has  it  'sh  I'n  a  1  .3'"'',"^  t"^V  '"^  ^^'^  P- 
''•'"'ll"I  for  private  g-iini  ""'   ^^"^   ^^""^'*'"   hecn 

t'.e  'p!ni?m^i;!:rr  sj;:[r'i;;s'-^^';?"^^  -  -^  ^f 

"?«t  and  by  then    carrtd  o^^,:[;,"f  ^^  *^  G°^«^n. 
VICIOUS  system.  .     .  °"  '''^''  ^^^^  changes  is  a 

'-en'lff^^ri;^;?rci;?n  "r"'  -^.^'^^  ^^--^  ^as 
--•'ItlK  We  cann?f  emphasize'th.-'f  '"^"  P'-'^'^^^ 
transmutation  of  public  w.ll\-'  ^^'^  strongly,  a 
without  a  quid  pro  quo  T,  ^  •  '"*°  ^'''^'''^^e  wealth 
ands,  Thel..,e'rshipTfth%^oTbeds'^f",r^  ^-'^' 
J'Tcver  m  the  hands  of  the  peon l      T.  "^  '■""'"'" 

cvelopment  should  be  borne  K;  r '''  "^'^^  '^^  ^'^e 
t    IS   miportant   that    the   herl,   ci       ,?7^'"""^^"f-  f'^r 
Hie   working  c,f  tie       fnil       •    '""l"^   ^<^   developed 
private   entefprise  ^^k   '^I  ..s^'tV'^'"   ^'   ^^'^"-   '^^ 
^l;;'-^-     I^"t  the  alienating  of  ?heHuls"f"   ^^'•""tage 

'^"so;si^.^jrs<^Lr  V'^'^^^^^' ^'^" 

"   '^  ..n.c  we  had  <lu"c"li?,r  ".L'tsSi^^oHcf  o'f 

lo 


1^1^ 


vau''::^,:^;!:::^''^  ■"'''  ''^-^  «'-"«  th.n  away  ..  pH- 

"VVe  (1<.  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  they  were  to  set 

ho;'   '""mV   ''•   "^'^   "''   '''^'    ^^-'Itl"   of  Ihe    fro     n,c 
hero  could  he  secured  profits  for  the  peopl.  .^1 

Covertuuent    which    would    obviate    the    tuc U  ifv      f 

.n",;/;  s  o.!:^s ";"  [;;:y ;,'  j':;';,'.f' ,";rv  ,""""'■ 

»..h  l,avi,„-  in„.airc,l  ."lu.  ere,  17:",],']'^™  ';""'"  hi; 

=f'j-;f;:,'r^'r^eaL;"?s^S^ 

cross  Inifs.  coiitro     Jre  uht  ntf^^  inM  .^^  •  ■      '     '^'-'^   '" 
or  control   in,-,....,...  ..r  ^    -.'^  ,  ^"  •^."^'  pabsenger  rates 
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ft  ha.s  made  no  eff.,rt  to  institute  public  works  fo 
care  for  the  unemployed,  who  have  hcVome  so  bv  the 
collapse  of  the  land  boom   (as  to  which  th-^CovPrn 
;re"U7"  '  '''''  ^'^^^"^-^  -  through'\h^ef?e?ts"of 

It  has  failed  for  twelve  years  .o  place  on  the  Stat- 
of  the^';!nssS"""  ^"'"'^^^^^  ^°  ^''-^^  ^he   "os'ion 

^ive  t'o'th:^  wf;i  '"  "'^^^f-  ?"""  ''''''  -hich  would 
m\e  ro   tiie  \\ite  a  one-third  mterest  in  lands  rpcric 
tercd  m  the  husband's  name.  ^ 

tect'ion 'of  nf '^'  "T^  attempts  to  pass  laws  for  pro- 
tection of  the  worker  m  case  of  accident  but  has  vf^f 
fadedto  realize  or  admit  the  necessity  of  a  lat  to 
sue  just  compensation  for  injuries  received  Tror^ 
any  cause  without  litigation.  received    from 

Tt  has  not  made  any  honest  endeavor  to  encourage 
settlers  on  our  rich  valley  lands  encourage 

in-  a  p'ort^n^  oS'  ^"''^'  "'^'^  """^  '^"^''^  '"  "^^  '"^tain- 
soTd  ^''""^  ^''^  "^  ""^^  '^"^Is  leased  or 

Crldit'l  "t^"  ''''  '''■""^''^  '"*"  ^"'■«  ^he  "Agricultural 

It  has   turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the   judgments  of  th^ 

relf^'co^ur^orc"'    ^'^'^'^    Columbia  linrlhe    Sip! 
Tf   hoc        ^^^Canach  as  to  frauds  on  the  Land  Act 

violation  oTiire";::;./^"^*  ^'^-^^--^  ^^  -p-fte'-n- 

It  has  refused  to  allow  the  City  and  South  Vancou- 
^er  to  join   hands  to  their  mutual  advantage 

You  are  the  electors.     To  you  is  entrusted  the  nri 
.lege  o    choosing  the  law  makers.     It  is  a  trust  for 
the  good  of  others,  and  upon  the  right  or  w  onl  ex 

iiope:  V\]l  ^'■"■''^^^P^-^^the   fuIf.llmen7of"y;;; 
lopes     At   the   coming  election   you  will  be   entitVd 

!,?,fil"."^V'''^'"''"   ^'"^  offering^hemselves  Tr.t 
•:uiai.s.      ion  must  in  your  own  interests  choose  th^ 

mh,v; ':';,%"".  ''""'"  '"■'"■"""'^  legislation  Sw-I 
mitigate  the  evils  now  existing. 
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